
SECTION 1: LOVE, THE MOST ESSENTIAL THING 

Based on Charity and its Fruits by Jonathan Edwards 

 

SESSION 1: LOVE IS THE SUMMARY OF GODLINESS 
 

LOVE’S NATURE 
● Love is the summary and fulfillment of all that is contained in God’s law.  Matthew 22:36-40. 

Romans 13:8-10.  (Galatians 5:14.  James 2:8) 

● Love for both God and man is motivated by delight in the beauty of God. 

○ “When God is loved aright he is loved for his excellency, the beauty of his nature, 

especially the holiness of his nature.” 

○ “And it is from the same motive that the saints are loved; they are loved for holiness’ 

sake” (41-42). 

 

LOVE AND UNBELIEVERS 
● An unbeliever’s primary problem is a lack of love.  Romans 8:7. 

● Without love, external religion is hypocritical.  (1 Corinthians 13:1-3) 

○ Faith without love is dead.  Worship without love is fake. 

○ There is no genuine obedience without love, only forced obedience. 

■ “He who does not love God will not trust him” (45). 
 
LOVE AND BELIEVERS 

● Genuine love is in every believer’s heart, because it is produced by the same Holy Spirit. 

Romans 5:5. 

● Genuine faith works through love.  Galatians 5:6. 

○ Genuine faith isn’t just intellectual assent or fear of punishment. 

■ “That faith which has only the assent of the understanding is not better faith 

than the devils have, for the devils have faith so far as it can be without love. 

The devils believe and tremble” (47). 

○ Genuine faith cannot be separated from a desire/preference/love for Jesus.  Philippians 

3:7-10.  (1 Corinthians 16:22) 

■ “Within saving faith there is the necessary element of a pleasing taste for the 

glory of Christ...It is inconceivable that faith would find Christ distasteful.  It is 

inconceivable that the regenerate heart could look upon the glory Christ in the 

gospel with indifferent or negative affections” (John Piper / When I Don’t Desire 

God / 36). 

■ “In the soul’s embracing Christ as Savior there is love” (48). 

● Love causes us to treat both God and people as we should. 

○ Love for God will cause us to worship him and relate to him as our Father. 

○ Love for our neighbors will cause us to treat them justly (Rom. 13:10), without malice, 

honestly (Eph. 4:25), with humility (Phil. 2:3), without envy, with gentleness, without 

bitterness (“For love has no bitterness in it”), with peaceableness, with pity, etc. 

■ “Love is a root and a spring, and, as it were, a comprehension of all virtues” (44). 
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LOVE AND THE GOSPEL 

● The Gospel reveals love. 

○ The gospel “was the most glorious and wonderful work of love ever seen or thought of.” 

○ The gospel reveals the love the Father and Son have for each other.  John 17:1. 

○ The gospel reveals the eternal electing love of God toward sinners.  Ephesians 1:4-5. 

○ “God and Christ in the gospel revelation appear as clothed with love, as being as it were 

on a throne of mercy and grace, a seat of love encompassed about with pleasant beams 

of love” (52). 

● Only the Gospel can produce love in people. 

 

APPLICATION 
● Are our lives motivated by love? 

○ Is love leading us to joyfully worship God, like those in heaven? (Revelation 15:2-4) 

○ Is love leading leading us to graciously serve people?  (1 John 3:16-19, 5:1) 

○ Love is the sum of godliness, and therefore it is the test of whether someone is truly a 

Christian. 

● Does love, the summary of godliness, characterize our daily attitude? 

○ Love displays the beauty of the Christian attitude.  “It is a heavenly spirit” (54).  (Titus 

2:9-10) 

○ “If love is the sum of Christianity, surely those things which overthrow love are 

exceedingly unbecoming Christians.  An envious Christian, a malicious Christian, a cold 

and hard-hearted Christian is the greatest absurdity and contradiction.  It is as if one 

should speak of a dark brightness, or a false truth!” (55). 

● How much do we focus on cultivating inner love for Jesus and for others?  This is fuel for holy 

works.  

○ “If you heart is full of love, it will find vent; you will find or make ways enough to express 

your love in deeds.  When a fountain abounds in water, it will send forth streams” (56). 

● How do we cultivate love for God and others?  Some key points: 

○ We must repent, and then ultimately gaze at Christ rather than dwell in 

discouragement.  (2 Corinthians 3:18) 

○ To grow in our love for God, it is crucial we believe that he loves us and intends for us to 

enjoy him.  1 John 1:3-4, 3:1. 

○ It is helpful to focus on enjoying the Father, Son, and Spirit individually (For more on 

this, read Tim Chester’s excellent book Enjoying God). 
○ Focus especially on enjoying Christ in the Gospel, who especially reveals God’s nature 

and God’s heart to us.  John 1:14, 18.  

○ Build a deep relationship with the local body of Christ.  (1 John 1:3) 

○ Remember that our union with Christ cannot change, but our daily communion with him 

has ups and downs.  (Hebrews 10:14) 
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SESSION 2: ORDINARY LOVE IS BETTER THAN 
EXTRAORDINARY GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT  
 
1 CORINTHIANS 13:1-2 
 

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN ORDINARY AND EXTRAORDINARY GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT 

● Extraordinary gifts of the Spirit are the “miraculous” gifts that are given in special circumstances 

to certain believers (tongues, prophecy, miracle-working, etc.). 

● Ordinary gifts of the Spirit are given through salvation to every believer at all times:  i.e. union 

with Christ, the indwelling of the Spirit, baptism into the church, the power to love God and 

neighbor, etc. 

● Only believers possess ordinary gifts of the Spirit, but some unbelievers may appear to have 

extraordinary gifts of the Spirit (“Many bad men have had these gifts.” Mathew 7:22). 

 

EXTRAORDINARY GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT ARE A GREAT PRIVILEGE 
● Extraordinary gifts “are the highest kind of privileges which [the Spirit] bestows on men next to 

saving grace” (62). 

○ It was a great privilege to have the gifts of prophecy and miracle-working that the Spirit 

gave to Moses, Elijah, Daniel, the apostles, angels, etc! 

● These gifts are a privilege because they reflect Christ’s office of Prophet. 

● These gifts are a privilege because they are rare. 

● The gifts are a privilege because they are at times a special token of God’s love (Daniel 10:11). 

  

THE ORDINARY GIFT OF LOVE IS A FAR GREATER PRIVILEGE 
● “Though these are great privileges, yet...the ordinary influences of the Spirit of God working 

grace in the heart is a far greater privilege than any of them; a greater privilege than the spirit of 

prophecy, or the gift of tongues, or working miracles, even to the moving of mountains; a 

greater blessing than all those miraculous gifs which Moses, and Elijah, and Daniel, and the 

twelve apostles were endued with” (66). 

● Extraordinary gifts do not prove that the heart has been changed, but ordinary love comes from 

a heart that has been changed by the Holy Spirit. (Rom. 5:5) 

○ IL: Nice clothes don’t prove that someone is a nice person. 

● The Spirit doesn’t change the heart by extraordinary gifts, but he changes the heart by directly 

renewing it, indwelling it, and producing ordinary love in it. 

○ IL: The Spirit could give someone a vision of the future, but that wouldn’t change that 

person’s heart. 

● We don’t reflect the image of Jesus by performing great miracles, but by reflecting his love, 

holiness, humility, and graciousness.  Philippians 2:5-8. 

○ “This makes a man more like Christ than if he could work ever so many miracles” (68). 
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● God gives the ordinary love of the Spirit only to all of those he has a special love for: his children. 

But not all of his beloved children receive extraordinary gifts, and sometimes his enemies 

appear to receive them. 

○ David and Paul do not find evidence of their faith in their miraculous gifts, but in the 

fruit of love in their lives.  Psalm 26:1, 11.  2 Timothy 4:7-8.  

● Ordinary love always guarantees that we have eternal life, while extraordinary gifts may not. 

○ “A man may have them and go to hell.  Judas Isacriot had them, and is gone to hell” 

(69). (Matthew 7:22) 

● The greatest joy is found in loving, knowing, and being like Christ through the ordinary work of 

the Spirit, not in the ability to perform extraordinary works.  (Philippians 3:8) 

○ “Man’s highest happiness consists in holiness” (69). 

● Extraordinary gifts of the Spirit exist to further the Spirit’s ordinary work of building up the body 

in love. 1 Corinthians 14:5, 12. 

● There will be greater condemnation for those who experience extraordinary gifts of the Spirit 

but do not possess ordinary love.  (Matthew 11:23-24) 

● Ordinary love will last for eternity, but extraordinary gifts will end.  1 Corinthians 13:8. 

 

APPLICATION 
● Consider it an infinitely greater privilege to truly know and love Jesus, than to have 

extraordinary gifts, tasks, positions, experiences, etc. 

○ Greater than being king like David, than building the temple like Solomon, than even 

being Jesus’ flesh-and-blood family. (Luke 11:27-28, Matthew 12:47-50) 

● Beware of assuming that extraordinary gifts or experiences are sure signs of a genuine work of 

the Spirit in the heart. 

○ “All the fruit of the Spirit, upon which we are to lay weight as evidential of grace, is 

summed up in charity or Christian love, because this is the sum of all grace” (76). 

● Beware of thinking that the only “important” or “valuable” ministry is the “extraordinary” or 

visible kind. 

○ The point of being a shepherd or teacher is to equip the saints so they can do ministry. 

Ephesians 4:11-12. 

● Spend the vast majority of your time pursuing growth in love for Christ and others, not gifts and 

positions. 1 Corinthians 14:1. 
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SESSION 3: THERE IS NO SUBSTITUTE FOR LOVE IN 
THE HEART 
 
1 CORINTHIANS 13:3 

● Without love, we gain nothing by giving away all we have for the cause of the kingdom. 

● Without love, we gain nothing by being burned to death as a martyr. 

 

WITHOUT LOVE, GREAT PERFORMANCES AND GREAT SUFFERING GAIN US NOTHING 

● Great performances without love: 

○ The Pharisees.  Luke 18:11-12.  Philippians 3:4. 

○ Unbelievers who do great, moral things. 

○ Unbelievers who do much out of a fear of hell or a desire to atone for their sins. 

● Great suffering without love: 

○ The Pharisees, Catholics, and Muslims have all had members who suffered greatly for 

their cause. 

 

IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO MAKE UP FOR A LACK OF LOVE IN THE HEART 

● Because God doesn’t really need our outward actions or offerings.  1 Chronicles 29:14-16.  Psalm 

50:9-12.  Acts 17:25. 

● Because God wants our heart.  1 Samuel 16:7. 

○ “If the sincere aim of the heart is not to God, then there is nothing given to God” (86). 

● Because love is the summary of what God wants from us. (Matthew 22:37-40) 

● Because loveless externalism is hypocrisy.  Psalm 78:36-37. 

● Because to do things for something/someone other than God is to commit idolatry. 

○ “It is true that by doing great things and suffering great things something is worshiped; 

but it is not God that is worshiped” (87). 

○ IL: A husband could never make up for loving his wife by loving someone else.  That 

would be adultery! 

● Because to neglect love is to buy into either legalism or lawlessness. 

 

WHAT ARE SOME MARKS OF SINCERE LOVE IN THE HEART? 

● In your heart, you truly desire to honor Christ.  Psalm 51:4, 6. 

● You obey Christ primarily because you want to, not primarily because you have to.  John 14:15. 

2 Corinthians 5:14. 

○ “God is chosen for his own sake; holiness is chosen for its own sake, and for God’s sake. 

Christ is chosen and followed because he is loved, and religion because it is loved, and 

the soul rejoices in it, finding its duties its highest happiness and delight” (88). 

● You endeavor to obey Christ in every area of life, not just certain areas. (Romans 12:1-2) 

● You practice purity, and you hate your sin.  Hebrews 1:9. 
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APPLICATION 

● Don’t assume that being sacrificial automatically means being loving. 

● Remember that God despises great things done without any love, but he delights in even little 

things done with imperfect but sincere love. Isaiah 1:11.  Matthew 10:42. 

○ “A cup of cold water given to a disciple in sincerity is more worth in God’s sight than all 

one’s goods to feed the poor; yeah, than the wealth of a kingdom given away, and 

besides a body offered up in the flames, without sincerity” (88). 

○ “Though there be a great deal of hypocrisy, yet if there be any sincerity, that little 

sincerity shall not be rejected because there is so much hypocrisy with it” (88). 

● Remember that only Christ can make up for your lack of love. 

○ “Rest, then, on nothing that you have done or suffered, or that you can do or suffer; but 

rest on Christ” (90). 

● Seek to produce love through active dependence on Christ alone.  (John 15:4-5) 

○ “If you make ever so many prayers, that will not make your case less miserable unless 

God, by his mighty power, is pleased to give you a new heart” (89). 


